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עליו  מעלים  מישראל,  אחת  נפש  המקיים  ”כל 
כאילו קיים עולם מלא“

Bat Melech’s mission is to save women and children 
of the Religious and Charedi community who suffer 
from domestic violence; and to grant every woman the 
opportunity to realize her potential as a person and as 
a woman and not to be humiliated or limited physically, 
emotionally or economically.

Areas of Activity:
» Operating two shelters for battered women and their 
children.
» Providing transitional apartments for women when they 
are ready to leave the shelters.
» Providing comprehensive assistance to women both 
while they are in the shelter as well as after leaving the 
shelter. The assistance includes personal and group therapy 
and guidance, full legal services, professional training 
and assistance in finding employment, comprehensive 
economic aid, help in finding living accommodations and 
preparation for independent living.
» Providing legal aid for women in matters of divorce and 
other family issues, who are unable to obtain or afford 
such services.
» Creating and running programs to prevent domestic 
violence among the Charedi and Religious population 
through workshops, distribution of written material, films 
and plays for youth and adults.
» Operating a 24 hour hotline for women in distress. The line 
is staffed by experienced social workers and lawyers.

www.batmelech.org
Hot line (Israel) 1-800-292-333 or 972-2-6338927

(משנה מסכת סנהדרין ד', ה')



Dear Friends,

When we look back on Bat Melech’s last year of activity, 
we see another year in which the staff of the shelters 
worked tirelessly on behalf of the women and children 
who found a home in Bat Melech.

The staff at Bat Melech is extremely busy.  They are 
engaged in both assisting and doing. Most days are fraught 
with painful and difficult situations, however, there are 
many days filled with hope and growth.

As the shelters have expanded, the heart expands and 
the hands are full. Twelve rooms in each shelter means 
that we now offer a home and a shelter for twenty-four 
families. One special unit was designed to host a large 
family and as the unit was ready a mother with 11 children 
moved in. 

The stories continue and there is no way that one can get 
used to them. We feel honored to be part of the change 
and progress of every woman; and to be part of the great 
effort to bring about a change in our society in relation to 
the painful issue of violence against women.

We continue to lead public action to raise awareness of 
new and diverse audiences, in order to reach all those 
"transparent" women living among us and enduring an 
endless cycle of hidden violence - knowing that there is 
hope and that there is a solution.

From the depths of our hearts we would like to thank 
all of those who stand by our side, shoulder to shoulder, 
and provide us with support and strength to continue our 
important work.

We pray for another year in which we can provide hope 
and a home to those who need it.

With Honor and Appreciation,

Tzilit

A Message from the Chairwoman of
Bat Melech, Attorney Tzilit Jacobson



Dear Friends and Partners,

We are pleased to present you with an update of Bat 
Melech's 2018 activities.

Sixty-eight women and their children spent the last 
year in our shelters. Each one brought with her, new and 
difficult stories of violence.

An unusual case of violence occurred during the course of 
this year when a husband of one of the women assaulted 
Bat Melech's attorney at a court hearing. Fortunately 
for this woman, this difficult case proved to the judges 
that her husband was violent and dangerous, and they 
obligated him to grant her a divorce. The violent nature 
of this man was further revealed when he was arrested 
and charged with burning a Torah scroll in the synagogue. 
Fortunately for the woman, she and her children were 
already saved from him.

As a result of your support, we have succeeded in 
improving the conditions for the women in the shelters as 
well as assisting and empowering the women when they 
leave the shelters, and B"H we will continue to improve 
and advance our goals in the coming year as well.

At the end of 2018, the Welfare Ministry granted Bat Melech 
the right to operate additional transitional apartments 
in Jerusalem. This welcomed addition will enable more 
women from the shelters to live independently in the 
transitional apartments, while continuing to receive 
treatment and support from the shelter staff.

Please feel free to review the following pages to learn 
more about our activities in 2018.

I take this opportunity to thank the wonderful and 
dedicated staff of Bat Melech, Yelchu MeChail El Chail

Noach

A Message from the CEO of Bat Melech
Attorney Noach Korman



Bat Melech currently operates two shelters for battered 
women in the Religious and Charedi communities. 
In addition to protecting women when they are in 
immediate danger, the shelters provide women and their 
children with an opportunity to realize their full range of 
legal, social, and psychological rights available to them. 
Similarly, these women are given an opportunity to 
develop skills which will help them become independent 
in the future, while at the same time being sensitive to 
the religious needs of these women and their children.

68 women stayed in the shelters and the transitional 
apartments along with 186 children

The Women and Children in the Bat Melech 
Shelters 2018

Age of Women

Numeral Women

68 186
women children

Age of Women



Number of  Children

Duration of violence

Age of Children

of the women
have families 
with many 
children - 
between five 
and eleven 
children per 
family!

10 83%
of the women 
who left 
the shelter 
this year 
left behind 
the cycle 
of violence 
and continue 
to live 
independently!

women who 
had previously 
lived in the 
shelters and 
left to live 
independently
continued 
to receive 
support and 
assistance as 
needed

148

Age of Children



We believe that proper legal representation in family 
matters is not a privilege reserved for those with 
economic means, but rather a right that every woman 
deserves. Women staying in the shelter are represented 
by lawyers from the Legal Aid Department of Bat Melech. 
Legal assistance is provided to these women even after 
they leave the shelter.
When a woman arrives at the shelter, her legal situation 
is assessed and she is provided with professional advice 
regarding the legal options available to her. The most 
prevelant claims filed are for: child custody, alimony, 
partnership dissolution, divorce and when necessary – 
an order of protection.

Legal proceedings can be traumatic for women suffering 
from domestic violence.  In their despairation, they might 
potentially return to their violent husbands. Without 
support, lengthy divorce proceedings or custody battles 
can undermine their resolve during this difficult period. 
Therefore, we employ a special team of counselors and 
volunteers who help women overcome these emotional 
problems and find the strength to move forward and 
progress with these complex legal proceedings.

Bat Melech operates a 24-hour emergency line for women 
in need of shelter or counseling.

Legal aid and hotline

1,600

calls were 
handled by 
the Hotline

170

legal hearings 
took place 

in Rabbinical 
courts and 

family courts

25

 women were 
granted a 

divorce



>> We are excited to announce that this year Bat Melech 
was awarded the prestigious Genesis Prize by the 
Genesis Foundation, in cooperation with the Kahn and 
Matan Foundations.  The prize was awarded to  women’s 
organizations which are playing  significant roles in 
promoting social action in the country and are  “investing 
in the community, empowering women and promoting 
gender equality in Israel”. 

It is a great privilege to 
be recognized within 
the league of the critical 
organizations that are 
doing such important 
work on behalf of 
women.

The choice of Bat 
Melech is a true honor 
and reflects the trust in 
the professionalism and 
dedication of the staff operating the shelters.

>> This year eight women received academic 

scholarships, totaling NIS 33,000, thanks to the 
Vered Gelber Foundation.
T., a former resident of the shelter, recently completed 
her academic studies and received a teaching certificate 
thanks to this scholarship. She said in appreciation:

"It was an amazing opportunity for 
me to learn, to acquire a profession, 
to know that I can work in a field 
that interests me and that I am 
good at it, and at the same time to 
support my children with dignity. 
Thank you!"

Special Events

4510
followers

Bat Melech in 
Social Media

New!
You are invited 

to follow

@batmelechShelter

Bat_Melech@



>> This year we inaugurated the Danieli Sonnenfeld
Children's Home in the Jerusalem Shelter. Danieli z”l was a 
symbol of devotion and love for others. She volunteered 
at Schneider Children's Hospital and was killed in a traffic 
accident while on her return from volunteering.

The inauguration ceremony, which took place in Danieli’s 
memory, was attended by her family and friends, including 
Rebbetzin Tzipora Lau, Rebbetzin Tzipora Shapira, and 
Rebbetzin Leah Finkel.

Einat Engelman, Director of the Jerusalem shelter, spoke 
of the importance of the shelter not only to women 
but also to the children there, "While the shelter may be 
recognized as a shelter for women, it also protects the 
children.  However, their services extend well beyond 
that.  Tremendous resources are invested here to aid 
these children. They learn to believe in themselves, to 
love themselves, to live life without violence, and maybe 
most of all, they learn that despite the complicated 
situation they have been forced into, they are entitled 
to a good childhood.  Here they can play, study, even 
dream.  I am talking about "dreaming" about the "future" 
about "optimism" and I can not help but immediately 
think about Danieli right away. Danieli devoted herself to 
giving to children whose life was not easy. She was very 
talented and the children 
benefited from all that she 
gave. I would like to thank 
you, Mr. Moti Sonnenfeld, 
for your generous donation, 
for the support and the 
strong connection with Bat 
Melech.  I'm sorry for what 
you must deal with but I am 
grateful to you for teaching 
us how to make the best 
out of a painful situation".

Moti Sonnenfeld, Danieli's 
father, shared his thoughts: 
"We are here today as loyal 
emissaries of Danieli. Danieli had 
a tremendous power of giving, 
and if Danieli could see this place, 
this Bat Melech shelter, she surely 
would have connected with it 
and continued her tremendous 
work here as well."



>> Many families come to us with multiple children, who 
also need to receive the best resources that are both 
pleasant and respectful.

In order to renovate an old and crumbling space into a 
respectful and pleasant living unit for a woman with a 
large family, Lizzie Moore donated her time to help plan 
and design the unit. In order to implement the plans, we 
went out to the public and friends of the organization to 
ask for help, and thanks to generous support we were 
able to successfully meet our goal. 

A few days after the completion of the renovation and 
remodeling of the unit, a woman with eleven children 
entered the shelter. An entire large family  was able to 
begin the process of rehabilitation in a respectable and 
pleasant housing unit.

Thanks to everyone who took part in the project. Without 
you it would not have been possible!

Many thanks to Lizzie the designer, to Eran Rolls of 
the Israeli Construction Center for all the help and 
connections, to Rav Bariach on the interior doors, to 
Chamat for the donation of the faucets, to Doron Maoz 
from Ceramics Modi'in for the donation of the tiles and 
the bathroom fixtures, to Orita - Orit Avraham for the 
kitchen cabinets and to Eli Atia the demolition contractor.



Thanks to the foundations which have supported us 
throughout the past year.

Aviv Foundation 

The Slomo and Cindy Silvian Foundation, Inc

batmelech.office@gmail.com
www.batmelech.org | 972-2-6338927

PO Box 23023, Jerusalem 9123011

American Friends of Bat Melech
5511-11th Ave, Brooklyn N.Y. 11219

Bat Melech Canada
Strathallan Wood, Toronto, Ontario M5N 1T5 221

  


